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1. Ever since the formation of the present Arab Higher Executive at the Pludan 
session of the Arab League in dune 1946, the Executive has been constantly 
under fire for mainly two reasons: 


(a) Kot baing representative of all Aveb parties 
and organizations, and - 


(bo) For heving been formed arbitrarily by the 
_ Arab League and not by the Palestine Arabe 
thenselves. 


2, This attitude of criticism and hostility was well appreciated by the 
members of the Exemtive. In fact, it is generally aclmowledged that, 
hed it not been for frequent trips to Alexandria where the menbers would 
mest under the MuPti's chairmanship, the Executive would have hardly bean 
able to carvy om beemse of the Lack of confidence and support of the other 
leaders and the people in general. 


3. Yt appears that the Mufti himself indicated that a broadex and more 
representative composition of toa Exomtiva was desired, end that particularly 
a body, formad by the paople thanselves and not by the Lesgue, was indis- 
pensablse. Gueh a body would make ‘possible tha inclusion of representatives 
of other parties, who are at present causing abarrasenent to the Brecitive 
by theiy inactive and critical attitude. 


4. Although the enlargauent of the Executive ani its expansion te make it more 
'  yepresentative of Palestine Arabs generally has long bean recognized, no 
plan te accomplish this purpose has yet been finally approved, even for 
suggestion to the Arab League, Among plans reliably reported to be under 
consideration are the following: 


Inclusioa of representatives of all politics) pees 
is Yes previously been pointed out, the presont kxecutive 


doss not have party representatives as suck. The Executive 
| is composed of two representatives of Jamal. al-Husayni ts 
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} a former Arab Higher Committee and two of the Arab Higher Fronte 
The Reform, Defense, Youth, National Bloc, and Istiqlal 
Parties are not representedo 
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(b) 


(¢) 


(d) 
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Inclusion of representatives of Lebor and peasant elements: 
ne ralestineg Arab Vorkers Society and She Arab Labor 
Conference (both non-pclitical labor unions) wield considerable 
influence through their younger and anerrobic Leadershin » 


In like manner, the Arab Rurel Conference, repecsenting 


‘fellahin inter: cues appears to be increasing in number 


and influence, and, ae oor long suffered political 


neglects misht Likely represented, should the enlargement 
of the Executive take <a 


Toes lon of ieftist elements: The Communists ure 
reoresentation i the persoa of Ur. Khalil? 

eee entetive of sdeclogiea. communion, and da 

extreme and achive League of Uational 13 


Leazue of Educated Arabs. 
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Inclusion of orominent eee now in exites Tha follorving 


= . " n 
poLLtieal exilos are menthiovec Locsily us jossibie additious 
to the enlarred inca tis es Though ther will not be able 

feats 


te take up weeee oLce in Palestine, the: have cornsidarable 
follow ings & stly as the ufti's not and may be expected 
to exercise Sone donde influences on tue poliey of the 


hxecutive, should such an inclusion materializes 


Ishaq Daruish, forser Director of Arqaf Sennvis — 
. and the Mufti's close companions 
Akran Zufaytar, Avab youth leader; 
Sheikh Uasan Abdeal-Saud, the fufti's former aides 
Rassemn Bhatidi 9 former tieristrar of Cooperative 
Societies and a youth leader, alsc 
close to tie ufbas 
'I2z al-Din al~Shawa, former District Cfficer (Palestine 
Government position) end lately in 
the service of King Tbn Saud3 
Munif al~iuseyni, former editor of the now defunct 
newspaper as at vresent secretary 
to the i 


Another plan, cescriced by "nile Ghuri us being under active cens ideration, 
is the enlargement of the iixeaxbive to include twenty menbers, seven of 
whom would be expected to devote ticlr enti re tine to the work of the 


Executive. 


Ne mentioned tie following 2s being Likely candidates 


for the active sesitions: 


The Mufti 

Janal al~Husayni. 

Emil Ghori 

Dr. 'Issat Tanus, 6x “secretary of the Arab Nicher Committee 

Sani Taha, Tepresents Palestine Arad "orkers Associadion on ANC 
« Khalil Budayrt 


tervals of about a month 
adviing on procedure, 
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6. Jamel ale-fusayni. is very reliably rerorted to Mave said thas 
the work of the Executive ned bogged down because only the 
four members seleeted by the Arab League ave active. Amad 
Hilm Pesna suid his time ves fully cecupicd by the affairs 
of his bank (the Arab National Bank}, and be. Wusayn Khalids 

‘has been engaged in the building of an Arak hospital, funds 
for which were donated by ona of his late ralatives >» Woieh has 
taker an increasing amouct of his time. This has lef the 
affairs of the Exceutive in the hands of Jamal alxlusaynd and 
Emil Ghurl, both of whom are leaders of the Palestine Arab Party. 
Critics and opponents of thic Paxty quite naturally chergs the 
sxecutive with playing party polities, this eriticien being 
centered largely in the ira youth, whe ave showing signs of 
drifting to the left, Janal ; “usayai said that the active 
membership of the Executive should be increased and that there 
should be a consultative asse ibly to neet every month or every’ 
two months. While no Gefinite nucber wag mentioned by hun, 
thirty was proposed, and he did not deny it. le added that 
this assesbly showld inelude represontatives of every hxrab 
orgenization with political aing. Ts general, his conversation 
followed along the Lines suggestec by Emile Churi as being one 
of the plans under consiceretion. : - 


es cane Somment: Ib must ba renembered, however, thet 
/ the Arab Higher lxeoutive was created by the Arab League 


when the Palestine arabs conld not apres anong themselves se 
to wepresentation. Yt wns formed to pive tha Leame & boty 
bo consult with regard to the Pelestine cucstion. Tt is 
virtually without any? powers ov ius oni, and any action 
involving chances in the present organization end fusetions 
would be subject to the Leaoue's eeprovel. and CONCUIPPar ce. 

it is hardly likely, honever, that the heecue would refuse 

to recognize any representative body if the Arsbs of Palestine 
Gon apmec acorng themcelves as to its ecoustitutions 
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